Introduction
Trypomastigote forms of Trypanosoma cruzi (TF), a non-replicative and non-activator of alternative complement pathway (ACP), can be experimentally transformed into activators of ACP upon treatment with proteolytic enzymes, heating at 45C 2 or incubation with some types of specific immunoglobulins. 3 These observations indicate that the forms of trypomastigotes, during their differentiation either from epimastigotes (EF) (the replicative, non-infective activators of ACP found in the gut of the insect vector) or from amastigotes present essentially inside the cells of the vertebrate hosts, synthesize and express on their cell surface regulatory proteins of C activation (RPC) which are biologically similar to those found on vertebrate cells or plasma. 4'5 Activation of the C system depends on the formation of the C3 convertases, C4b2a and C3bBb. 6 
